1. Introduction {#s0005}
===============

Tea is a very popular drink beverage worldwide ([@b0090]). Tea contains different types of flavonoids which are generally polyphenols. Tea polyphenol is also called as catechins. Several types of catechins were found such as (−)-epicatechin (EC), (−)-epicatechin-3-gallate, (−) epigallocatechin-3-gallate and elagic acid ([@b0135]). Tea polyphenols also have antioxidant as well as anticancer properties, and hence known as important chemo preventive products ([@b0100]). Indeed, the intake of polyphenols has been linked with a reduced risk of stroke, cancers and coronary heart disease ([@b0250], [@b0060]). The tea polyphenols can reduce carcinogenesis in human by scavenging the production of reactive oxygen species (ROS) ([@b0235]). In spite of beneficial effects, it is also reported that polyphenol causes harmful effects, particularly when consumed at high concentrations ([@b0095]). It will be interesting to see the interactions between the polyphenols and biomolecules, which are found in the human body, like proteins and lipids ([@b0005]). Moreover, complete understanding of protein and polyphenol interaction is still lacking. It was reported that polyphenol interacted with different proteins including serum albumin from bovine and human origin ([@b0030]). The rice gluten interacted with epigallocatechin-3-gallate (EGCG) and form complexes which might significantly affect physicochemical properties of gluten ([@b0225]). Ellagic acids is a polyphenol found in tea, pomegranate, strawberry, and walnut and binds with bovine serum albumin through electrostatic interaction ([@b0120]). Protein and polyphenol interaction give more insight into our current understanding of polyphenols induces conformational changes under physiological conditions.

Several transporter proteins are known which can bind with variety of ligand or drugs ([@b0220], [@b0065]). Among the transporter, protein bovine β-lactoglobulin (β-Lg) is one of the good transporter protein, which is usually transport hydrophobic ligand efficiently ([@b0185]). β-Lg is a globular transporter protein of 18.3 kDa mass and comprises of 162 amino acids residues ([@b0020]). The nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectroscopy and X-ray crystallography data revealed that the β-Lg exist in monomer at acidic pH and dimer at neutral pH ([@b0215], [@b0025]). The folded monomer of β-Lg contains eight stranded antiparallel β-sheets, which are involved in the formation of hydrophobic pocket or calyx ([@b0085]). β-Lg is highly used in the food and pharmaceutical industries because of its capability to bind vitamins fatty acids, and several other ligands ([@b0125]). β-Lg has two binding sites for hydrophobic molecules, one at inside the calyx and other one is at the dimer interface. Another binding site was also reported called as site B. From the fluorescence measurements, it was noted that retinoids and fatty acids interact independently; retinoids binds at the central cavity of β-Lg while fatty acids interacted at the external site ([@b0130]). Based on fluorescence resonance energy transfer techniques, it was characterized that some ligands like retinol, retinoic acid and bis-ANS bind at the surface of β-Lg rather than at the internal cavity of calyx ([@b0040]). Interaction of milk protein with phenolic compound, which is found in food, is investigated in details ([@b0080]). It was also reported that the tea polyphenol affects the antioxidant property of α-lactalbumin protein due covalent interaction with α-lactalbumin ([@b0165]). β-Lg interaction with several polyphenols (chlorogenic acid (CGA), epigallocatechin-3-gallate (EGCG) and ferulic acid (FA)) was characterized and concluded that EGCG had more binding affinity with β-LG than other two polyphenols ([@b0105]).

In previous studies, it was reported that the proteins and polyphenols form complexation due to non-covalent interaction, which stabilized the protein confirmation ([@b0205], [@b0035]). Few researchers reported that the proteolytic digestion was decreased due to complexations of polyphenols and β-Lg and this complexation reduces the free radical scavenging property ([@b0145]). Nevertheless, the detail interaction mechanism between β-Lg and tea polyphenol i.e., catechin is not studied. Consequently, the aim of this work was to examine the mechanism of interaction between β-Lg and tea catechin polyphenol at physiological pH. To decipher the mechanism, we have used multi spectroscopic (ultraviolet--visible (UV) absorption, fluorescence quenching and circular dichroism (CD) spectroscopy) and computational (molecular docking and simulation) techniques. The above biophysical techniques are highly utilized to characterize the protein-ligand interactions ([@b0045], [@b0050]). Molecular dynamic simulation is very good computational techniques to use to understand macromolecular structure-to-function relationships ([@b0055]). The obtained results of this study proposed the mechanism of interaction of β-Lg and catechin in food and pharma industries.

2. Materials and methods {#s0010}
========================

The β-Lg and (+)-catechin hydrate was purchased from the Sigma Chemical Company (St. Louis, MO, USA). The other reagents were used in this articles are analytical grade.

2.1. Solution preparations {#s0015}
--------------------------

All the spectroscopic measurements were performed in 20 mM sodium phosphate buffer, pH 7.4. β-Lg was dissolved in same buffer and dialyzed for four hours in sodium phosphate buffer pH 7.4. Dialyzed β-Lg was further filtered through 0.22-µm Millipore syringe filter. After filtration, β-Lg stock concentration was calculated according to already reported method ([@b0185]). The tea catechin was dissolved in 5.0 ml of MilliQ water.

2.2. UV--Vis absorption spectroscopy {#s0020}
------------------------------------

The absorption spectra were collected on Agilent Technologies Carry 60 spectrophotometer. β-Lg (11.0 μM) was incubated without and with different concentrations of catechin (0--100 µM) at room temperature. The incubated samples were scanned in quartz cuvette. The blank of phosphate buffer without catechin and with catechin was also scanned and subtracted from the working samples. The UV-Visbile spectra of incubated and blank samples were scanned in the range of 200--450 nm at room temperature.

2.3. Fluorescence spectroscopy {#s0025}
------------------------------

Fluorescence is very valuable technique to examine interactions between β-Lg and catechin. Intrinsic fluorescence was investigated at three different temperatures (288, 298, and 310 K) on Agilent Technologies Carry Eclipse fluorescence spectrophotomete equipped with peltier thermostatted multicell holder. The samples in 1.0 cm path-length quartz cell were excited at 295 nm and emission was recorded in the range of 300--450 nm and excitation and emission slit widths were fixed at 5.0 nm. The fixed β-Lg concentration (2.0 µM) was used in all the samples. The catechin (0--7.5 µM) was added stepwise manner in a 3.0 ml quartz cuvette. The stock concentration of catechin was 500 µM and every titration 2.0 µl of catechin was added. The details of data analysis was provided in supplementary methods in [supplementary data](#s0090){ref-type="sec"} as a SMI.

2.4. Far-UV circular dichroism (CD) {#s0030}
-----------------------------------

Far-UV CD spectra of β-Lg with and without catechin complexes were studied with Chirascan Plus, spectropolarimeter (Applied Photophysics). For far-UV CD measurements, a quartz cell with a path length of 0.1 cm was used in continuous nitrogen flushing. β-Lg concentration was taken (0.2 mg.ml^−1^), while different concentrations (10.0, 50.0 and 100.0 µM) of catechin were taken. Every sample was scan twice. The spectra were collected at room temperature from 250 to 200 nm at the interval of 1.0 nm.

2.5. Molecular docking and simulation studies {#s0035}
---------------------------------------------

Interaction between β-Lg (PDB ID:4Y0P; 2.20 Å resolution) ([@b0110]) and catechin (PubChem ID: 9064) was reviewed by performing molecular docking and molecular dynamics simulation using different modules of Schrodinger suite in Maestro (Schrödinger, LLC, NY, USA) as described previously ([@b0170], [@b0155], [@b0160]). Briefly, the structure of catechin was drawn in 2D sketcher and prepared for docking using LigPrep (Schrödinger, LLC, NY, USA). All the possible conformations of catechin were generated at pH 7.0 ± 2.0 using Epik (Schrödinger, LLC, NY, USA) and energy minimized with the help of OPLS3e forcefield. Protein (β-Lg) was optimized for docking using Glide (Schrödinger, LLC, NY, USA) by removing non-essential water molecules, adding hydrogen atoms, generating any missing side chains and loops using Prime (Schrödinger, LLC, NY, USA) and removing any other heterogenous molecule. Grids map was generated by selecting the ligand (tetracaine) which was bound in the X-ray structure as the center of grid box. The size of grid box for β-Lg was 72 × 72 × 72 Å. Molecular docking was performed with extra-precision (XP) modes in Glide (Schrödinger, LLC, NY, USA) keeping all the parameters at default values.

Desmond (Schrödinger, LLC, NY, USA) was employed to perform molecular dynamics simulation for 50 ns at 300 K and 1 bar pressure ([@b0210], [@b0045], [@b0050]). The simulation was performed inside an orthorhombic box the boundaries of which were at least 10 Å away from the protein. The simulation box was solvated using TIP3P explicit solvent model and the whole system was neutralized by adding adequate counterions. The physiological conditions were mimiced by adding 150 mM NaCl to the simulation box. Finally, OPLS3e forcefied was employed to energy-minimize the system till it converges to 1 kcal/mol/Å.

3. Results and discussion {#s0040}
=========================

3.1. Steady state fluorescence quenching measurements {#s0045}
-----------------------------------------------------

Fluorescence quenching was generally used to identify the protein--ligand interaction ([@b0180]). The fluorophores of proteins are proteins (tryptophan, tyrosine, and phenylalanine) are sensitive to their microenvironment and hence can be used to studying ligand-induced conformational changes. The quenching in fluorescence takes place only if a ligand binds to a protein and affects the emission of intrinsic fluorophores. The β-Lg has two (Trp) residues at position of 19 and 61 ([@b0230]). Therefore, Trp fluorescence quenching of β-Lg without and with catechin was performed. The fluorescence intensities of β-Lg at pH 7.4 without and with catechin at three temperatures (288, 298 and 310 K) after excitation of 295 nm have been shown in [Fig. 1](#f0005){ref-type="fig"}A--C. From the figs., it can be clearly seen that the β-Lg without catechin showed maximum fluorescence at \~ 337 nm which is similar to other published reports ([@b0105]). The fluorescence intensity of β-Lg without catechin was found to decrease at higher temperatures (288 ≥ 298 ≥ 310 K). After that we have gradually added catechin to β-Lg samples at 288, 298 and 310 K. The fluorescence intensity of β-Lg continuously decreased with slightly red shift in wavelength maximum, which is shown in [Fig. 1](#f0005){ref-type="fig"}A--C. The regular decrease in β-Lg fluorescence intensity and shift in wavelength maxima confirms that the catechin binds with β-Lg and causes conformational changes in β-Lg protein. The quenching mechanism was further investigated. Fluorescence quenching between ligand and protein takes place via two mechanisms viz., dynamic and static quenching ([@b0010]). The quenching mechanisms can be identified through examination of their quenching constant at different temperatures. If the quenching constant increases with temperature, it is called as dynamic quenching, whereas in static quenching, the quenching constant is inversely proportional to the temperatures ([@b0200], [@b0070]). To determine the quenching mechanism, the fluorescence quenching data at 288, 298, and 310 K were further evaluated by utilizing supplementary equation 1. From the equation, the values of Ksv and kq were shown in [Fig. 2](#f0010){ref-type="fig"}A and values are listed in [Table 1](#t0005){ref-type="table"}. From the fig and table, it was seen that the values of Ksv increases with increasing temperature. The trends of Ksv with respect to temperatures indicated that the catechin and β-Lg interacted each other through dynamic quenching mechanism. The values of kq were also calculated by applying supplementary equation 2. It was reported that the fluorescence lifetime of the biopolymer was around \~10^−8^ s ([@b0075]). The values of Kq obtained from supplementary equation 2 are higher than the values of maximum scatter collision quenching constant (2 × 10^10^ L mol^−1^s^−1^) of biomolecules alone. The increased value of Kq is supporting the fact that the mechanism of quenching between catechin and β-Lg was found to be dynamic type not a static type ([@b0240]). The fluorescence quenching data were further analyzed by applying modified Stern--Volmer equation (supplementary equation 3) for the calculation of number of binding site and binding constant of β-Lg-catechin interaction. The plot of F~0~/(F~0~- F) versus 1/\[catechin\] ([Fig. 2](#f0010){ref-type="fig"}B) yields 1/F~a~ as the intercept, and 1/(F~a~K~a~) as the slope. The slope of modified graph gives the information about number of binding site and intercept provide information about binding constant. The number of binding site and binding constants are tabulated in [table 1](#t0005){ref-type="table"}. The numbers of binding sites were calculated 0.9448, 1.0830 and 1.1132 at 288, 298 and 310 K. The K~a~ values of β-Lg-catechin system were got to be 0.132 × 10^−5^ L mol^−1^ at 288 K; 0.4810 × 10^−5^ L mol^−1^, at 298 K; 1.39 × 10^−5^ L mol^−1^ at 310 K ([Table 1](#t0005){ref-type="table"}). The increasing values of K~a~ with increasing temperature are suggesting that the dynamic type of quenching was involved between β-Lg-catechin interactions.Fig. 1Fluorescence quenching spectra of β-Lg (2.0 μM) in presence of catechin (0--7.50 μM) at 288 K (A), 298 K (B) and 310 K (C) at pH 7.4.Fig. 2Stern---Volmer (A) and modified Stern---Volmer (log \[(F0-F)/F\] versus log \[catechin\]) (B) and plot lnKa against 1/T for interaction catechin with β-Lg at three different (288 K, 298 K and 310 K) temperatures. β-Lg was 2.0 µM in every sample and excited at 295 nm.Table 1 The spectroscopic parameters of β-Lg-catechin interaction at three different (288, 298 and 310 K) temperatures at physiological pH.S.No.T (K)Ksv.10^−4^ (L/mol)Kq.10^12^ (L/mol/s)R^2^nK~A~.10^−5^ (L/mol)12882.52.50.99660.94480.13222983.03.00.99771.08300.481033103.53.50.99221.11321.39

3.2. Examination of the binding forces involved between β-Lg-catechin interactions: {#s0050}
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The binding forces involved between β-Lg-catechin interactions were examined with the help of thermodynamic parameters. There are four main forces namely hydrogen bonds, van der Waals forces, hydrophobic, and electrostatic interactions involved between protein-ligand interaction. According to Ross and Subramanian research, it was proposed that if ΔH \> 0, ΔS \> 0, hydrophobic interaction will be the main force; when ΔH \< 0, ΔS \< 0, van der Waals forces and hydrogen bonds involved in the interaction; when ΔH \< 0, ΔS \> 0, only electrostatic forces will involve ([@b0190]). The thermodynamic parameters of β-Lg-catechin interactions were calculated from the van\'t Hoff equation (supplementary equation 4). The slope of the van't Hoff formula tells us about enthalpy change (ΔH). However, the free energy change (ΔG) is calculated from the supplementary equation no 5. The binding constants values at the three different temperatures, 288, 298 and 310 K were used to calculate the thermodynamic parameters and values are fitted in linear van\'t Hoff plot presented in [Fig. 3](#f0015){ref-type="fig"} and in [Table 2](#t0010){ref-type="table"}. The values are obtained after fitting the equation 4 and 5 and the data is presented in [Table 2](#t0010){ref-type="table"}. As we can see from the [Table 2](#t0010){ref-type="table"}, the obtained negative values of ΔG are indicating that the interaction between β-Lg and catechin is spontaneous process. Moreover, ΔH and ΔS values were estimated to be positive, which designated that the [hydrophobic]{.ul} interactions are mainly involved in the interaction between β-Lg and catechin. Similar observation was also found when carborane trimer 5 interacted with bovine serum albumin ([@b0015]). The positive values of both ΔH and ΔS are suggest that the reaction between β-Lg and catechin was endothermic. The fluorescence quenching results at three different temperatures also suggest that the β-Lg-catechin interacted through hydrophobic interaction and its dynamic process of quenching. The reaction is spontaneous and endothermic.Fig. 3UV--Vis absorption spectra of β-Lg (10.00 μM) without and with catechin (5.0, 10.0, 50.0 and 90.0 μM) at pH 7.4.Table 2Thermodynamic parameters of binding of β-Lg: catechin at 288, 298 and 310 K.S.No.T (K)ΔG (KJ/mol)ΔH (KJ/mol)ΔS (J/mol/K)1288−52.333282298−61.5156979.22743354.51733310−70.3071

3.3. UV--Vis absorption measurements: {#s0055}
-------------------------------------

The UV--Vis absorption spectroscopy is widely exploited to study the protein-drug complexation and protein conformational changes ([@b0245]). This technique is dependent on degree of absorption of UV--vis light by the protein molecule. The absorption of UV light occurs due to the presence of aromatic amino acids mostly tryptophan, tyrosine and phenylalanine. The absorbance of tryptophan, tyrosine and phenylalanine depends on the microenvironment of their chromophores, and their wavelength shift either red or blue depends upon the polarity of surrounding environment ([@b0140]). We have collected the absorption spectra β-Lg without as well as with catechin (5 and 100 μM) was as shown in [Fig. 3](#f0015){ref-type="fig"}. Absorption spectrum of β-Lg alone shows maximum absorption around 280 nm because all aromatic amino acids absorb light maximally at 280 nm. Upon addition of different concentrations of catechin, significant increase in the absorbance of β-Lg with red shift in the wavelength maxima was recorded. The increase in absorption and shift in wavelength maximum shows that there is complex formation between β-Lg and catechin and polarity of microenvironment is also changed. It is also reported that the mechanism behind increase in absorption and shift in wavelength maximum towards higher wavelength is due to the exposure of aromatic amino acids to the external environment ([@b0195]).

3.4. Secondary structure modification upon catechin binding with β-Lg: {#s0060}
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Circular dichroism (CD) spectroscopy is frequently employed to access the changes or modifications in protein's secondary as well as tertiary structure ([@b0115]). The far-UV and near-UV CD spectra give information about protein's secondary and tertiary structure, respectively. The shape of far-UV CD spectra indicates the content of secondary structure (α-helix, β-sheet and random coil). The α-helical rich protein has two minima (208 and 222 nm), β-sheet has one minima (218 nm) and random coil protein have only one minima at 200 nm. The far-UV spectral curve of β-Lg without and with catechin in the sodium phosphate buffer, at room temperature, is shown in [Fig. 4](#f0020){ref-type="fig"}. β-Lg alone curve contained one negative band around \~218 nm, which was typical features of the β-class of proteins such as other β-sheeted protein already reported ([@b0150]). The far-UV CD spectra of β-Lg with 0, 10, 50 and 100 µM of catechin was shown in [Fig. 4](#f0020){ref-type="fig"}. It can be seen from the fig., the negative ellipticity of β-Lg in the presence of 10, 50 and 100 µM catechin was slightly increased with 2--3 nm red shifts. The increase in negative ellipticity with slight red shift of wavelength is indicated that the secondary structure of β-Lg modified due to catechin binding.Fig. 4Far-UV CD spectra of native β-Lg (5.0 μM) in the presence of different concentrations of catechin (5.0, 10.0, 50.0 and 100.0 µM) at pH 7.4.

3.5. Analysis of molecular docking {#s0065}
----------------------------------

The docking protocol adopted in this study was validated by re-docking the ligand (tetracaine) which was bound in the X-ray crystal structure of β-Lg. The docked and X-ray crystal poses of ligand were superimposed and their root mean square deviation (RMSD) was calculated. We found that the RMSD of ligand bound to β-Lg was 1.0201 Å ([Supplementary fig. S1](#s0090){ref-type="sec"}). Since, the observed RMSD was lower than the prescribed uppar limit of 2 Å, we assumed that the dokcing procedure employed here was accurate.

Our results indicated that catechin binds strongly at the central cavity of β-Lg ([Fig. 5](#f0025){ref-type="fig"}A). The β-Lg-catechin complex was principally stabilized by hydrophobic interactions with amino acid residues such as Pro38, Leu39, Val41, Val43, Ile56, Leu58, Ile71, Ile84, Val92, Phe105 and Met107. Moreover, polar amino acid residue (Asn90) along with charged residues such as Lys60, Glu62 and Lys69 were also involved in β-Lg-catechin interaction ([Fig. 5](#f0025){ref-type="fig"}B). Further, the docking energy (XP score) and the corresponding docking affinity of catechin towards β-Lg were estimated as −6.824 kcal mol^−1^ and 1.01 × 10^5^ M^−1^ respectively ([Table 3](#t0015){ref-type="table"}). Glide e-model score and MM-GBSA of catechin bound to β-Lg were estimated to be −35.702 and −61.735 kcal mol^−1^ respectively ([Table 3](#t0015){ref-type="table"}).Fig. 5Molecular docking of catechin with β-Lg. (A) Binding of catechin at the central cavity of β-Lg, and (B) Various interactions and amino acid residues involved in stabilizing catechin-β-Lg complex.Table 3Molecular docking parameters for β-Lg-catechin interaction.LigandsHydrophobic residuesOther residuesDocking score\
(kcal mol^−1^)Glide e-model\
(kcal mol^−1^)MM-GBSA[\#](#tblfn1){ref-type="table-fn"}\
(kcal mol^−1^)Docking affinity\
(M^−1^)Tetracaine (Control)Ile12, Val15, **Pro38**, **Leu39, Val41, Val43,** Leu46, Leu54, **Ile56, Leu58, Ile71, Ile84, Val92,** Val94, Leu103, **Phe105, Met107,** Leu122**Lys60, Lys69, Asn90**−6.963−45.702−83.0211.28 × 10^5^  Catechin**Pro38, Leu39, Val41, Val43, Ile56, Leu58, Ile71, Ile84, Val92, Phe105, Met107Lys60,** Glu62, **Lys69, Asn90**−6.824−35.702−61.7351.01 × 10^5^[^2][^3]

The molecular docking of control ligand (i.e. the inhibitor bound to protein in the X-ray structure i.e. tetracaine) with the β-Lg revealed that tetracaine binds at the central cavity ([Supplementary fig. S2](#s0090){ref-type="sec"}A) and the complex was stabilized by a network of hydrophobic interaction with Ile12, Val15, Pro38, Leu39, Val41, Val43, Leu46, Leu54, Ile56, Leu58, Ile71, Ile84, Val92, Val94, Leu103, Phe105, Met107 and Leu122. Other amino acid residues involved in β-Lg-tetracaine interactions were Lys60, Lys69 and Asn90 ([Supplementary fig. S2](#s0090){ref-type="sec"}B). The amino acid residues of β-Lg interacting with tetracaine such as Pro38, Leu39, Val41, Val43, Ile56, Leu58, Ile71, Ile84 and Val92 have been found to also interact with catechin. Moreover, the docking energy and the corresponding docking affinity of tetracaine towards β-Lg were estimated as −6.963 kcal mol^−1^ and 4.27 × 10^6^ M^−1^ respectively ([Table 3](#t0015){ref-type="table"}). Glide e-model score and MM-GBSA of tetracine bound to β-Lg were estimated to be −45.702 and −83.021 kcal mol^−1^ respectively ([Table 3](#t0015){ref-type="table"}).

3.6. Analysis of molecular dynamics simulation {#s0070}
----------------------------------------------

The stability of β-Lg-catechin complex was evaluated by performing molecular dynamics simulation for 50 ns at 300 K. [Fig. 6](#f0030){ref-type="fig"}A shows the RMSDs of β-Lg Cα-atoms without and with catechin. The RMSD of a protein gives the information about structural conformation for the entire period of simulation. The analysis of RMSD indicates if the simulation has equilibrated or not. For a properly equilibrated and stable system, the fluctuations towards the end of the simulation should be within 1--3 Å for a globular proteins. Changes higher than that, however, suggest that the protein is undergoing a large conformational change during the simulation. In this work, the RMSD values of β-Lg were fluctuating around \~1.15 Å, implying a stable confirmation of the protein. Further, the RMSD of protein in the presence of catechin indicates that it was stabilized after initial variations for the first 10 ns; however, it was much lower than the acceptable limit of 2 Å ([Fig. 6](#f0030){ref-type="fig"}A). Similarly, the RMSD value of catechin alone remains constant around 0.53 Å. The analysis of RMSD values indicate that catechin binds at the active site of β-Lg and the β-Lg-catechin complex is stable. The formation of a stable β-Lg-catechin complex was also suggested by observing the changes in various surface areas such as molecular surface area (MolSA), polar surface area (PSA), and solvent accessible surface area (SASA) of β-Lg-catechin complex as a function of simulation time. We observed that MolSA, PSA and SASA remained persistent within the prescribed limits, thus confirming a stable complex between β-Lg and catechin ([Fig. 6](#f0030){ref-type="fig"}B). Furthermore, the radius of gyration (rGyr) of catechin remains constant over the simulation time, thereby signifying a compact structure of catechin ([Fig. 6](#f0030){ref-type="fig"}C).Fig. 6Characterization of β-Lg-catechin interaction parameters as a function of molecular dynamics simulation time. (A) RMSD of β-Lg Cα-atoms in the absence and presence of catechin, (B) Dependence of various surface areas associated with β-Lg-catechin complex as, (C) Variation in radius of gyration (rGyr) of catechin, and (D) RMSF deviation of β-Lg and its correlation with experimentally determined X-ray B-factor. The point of contact of catechin with β-Lg residues is shown by vertical green lines on X-axis.

The local conformational changes along β-Lg chain were probed by analyzing the root mean square fluctuation (RMSF) with respect to simulation time ([Fig. 6](#f0030){ref-type="fig"}D). The areas of β-Lg which fluctuate the most during simulation are indicated in blue. It is clear that the loop regions (indicated by the white bar) fluctuate the most during simulation. Conversely, alpha-helices and beta-sheets as represented by blue and pink bars were rigid. It is noteworthy that the RMSF of β-Lg corresponds with the X-ray B-factor. Furthermore, the vertical green lines on the X-axis show the interaction between β-Lg and catechin.

4. Conclusions {#s0075}
==============

In this work authors have provided several evidences about the mechanism of interaction of tea polyphenol "catechin" with milk protein β-Lg. Intrinsic fluorescence measurements established that catechin interacted with β-Lg and lower down (quenched) the fluorescence intensity and the mechanism of interaction is dynamic type. According to thermodynamic data obtained by intrinsic fluorescence, measurements at three different temperatures suggest that hydrophobic interaction is majorly involved in β-Lg-catechin interaction. The secondary as well as tertiary structure of β-Lg is also modified due β-Lg-catechin interaction. The analysis of molecular docking and molecular dynamics simulation confirms that catechin bind at the central cavity of β-Lg and hydrophobic interaction involved in the stabilization β-Lg-catechin complex.

Appendix A. Supplementary material {#s0090}
==================================

The following are the Supplementary data to this article:Supplementary data 1
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